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Counting Energy Pennies 
 

 PARKERSBURG, W. VA. – 41,599 pennies. That’s how much the Jones family of Sugar Land, 
Texas saved in just one month on their energy bill once they upgraded their home’s old windows, HVAC 
system and attic. 

 “$415.99 is an impressive energy savings in just a month,” says homeowner John Jones. 
“Before the home’s energy-efficient renovation our energy bill was $749.70 in August of 2008. Now, a 
year later the bill was just $333.71 for August of 2009 --- that’s a drop of 55.5 percent! 

 “We attribute much of these savings to the 20 ENERGY STAR® qualified Simonton windows that 
were installed in our house. The windows were constructed with Energy Tax Credit Glass packages so 
they’re certified by the National Fenestration Rating Council (NFRC) to meet a U-factor rating of 0.30 or 
less, and a Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) of 0.30 or less. These are the same energy ratings 
stated by the U.S. government that are required for homeowners to take advantage of the $1,500 energy 
tax credit as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.” 

 The recipients of an Energy Savings Makeover project coordinated by Houston radio show host 
Gary Parr, the Jones family made many energy-efficient changes to their 2,800-square foot two-story 
home during the summer of 2009. A new tankless water heater, programmable thermostat, HVAC 
system, insulation and solar attic fans were added to the home, allowing their kilowatt hours to 
immediately drop more than 38 percent during the first month after the renovation. 

 “If our family can experience these drastic savings with energy-efficient products then I believe 
it’s possible for any homeowner to achieve similar results,” says Jones. “Energy savings means more 
dollars in our pockets and a more comfortable living situation for everyone in our family.” 

 Green in Florida 
 Dr. Anna Marie, health specialist for The Weather Channel® and host of the nationally-
syndicated Your Life with Dr. Anna Marie television show, isn’t surprised by the instant savings at the 
Jones home. For her Greenovation remodeling home project in Florida, she also selected energy-
efficient vinyl windows and saw fast results. 

  



 “The first thing we did was update all the single pane and metal frame windows and patio doors 
in this 1971 home,” says Dr. Anna Marie. “We selected Simonton ENERGY STAR qualified vinyl 
windows and doors for our project because I was impressed by their durability and easy maintenance. 
Plus, vinyl is green in the sense that it’s recyclable and serves as a great insulator.” 

 Dr. Anna Marie replaced 14 windows and seven doors in Greenovation of Terra Verde, known 
as a showpiece demonstration home for green practices and products. “As soon as the new replacement 
windows were installed I noticed a dramatic change,” says Dr. Anna Marie. “Even though we were still 
under construction with holes in the house everywhere, there was a noticeable drop in the interior 
temperature during the heat of the day. The energy-efficiency features started working the minute these 
windows were installed! That’s the kind of energy-efficient benefit that homeowners nationwide can 
receive when replacing their windows!” 

 For information on energy-efficient windows, visit www.simonton.com/taxcredit. Additional 
information on Greenovation can be found at http://www.terraverdetv.com/ and Home Savings Makeover 
details are located at www.garyontheair.com/makeover.  

           Simonton Windows produces ENERGY STAR qualified replacement and new construction 
windows and doors, including a line of impact-resistant products. For the second year in a row, Simonton 
ranked “Highest in Builder and Remodeler Satisfaction among Residential Window and Patio Door 
Manufacturers” in the J.D. Power and Associates 2009 Builder and Remodeler Residential Window and 
Patio Door Satisfaction StudySM. Simonton was also ranked #1 in quality in the 2009, 2007, 2002 and 
1998 Brand Use Studies sponsored by Builder magazine and has won three Best-In-Class Awards from 
Market Research Associates. 

           Founded in 1946, Simonton’s hallmark has been to deliver its made-to-order products in five days 
or less. Part of the home and hardware business of Fortune Brands, Inc. (NYSE: FO), Simonton delivers 
award-winning products nationwide to key markets throughout the 48 continental United States. For 
information, call (800) SIMONTON (1-800-746-6686) or visit www.simonton.com. 

                                                                               ### 

 
Simonton Windows received the highest numerical score in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2008-2009 Builder and 
Remodeler Residential Window and Patio Door Satisfaction StudiesSM. 2009 study based on responses from 3,109 builders and 
remodelers measuring 16 manufacturers. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of builders and 
remodelers surveyed in April-May 2009. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com 

 
ENERGY STAR is a government program that helps consumers protect the environment through superior energy efficiency and is 
a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 


