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Window Safety Week: April 4-10, 2010

PARKERSBURG, W. VA. — The National Safety Council has designated April 4-10, 2010 as
National Window Safety Week. People of all ages can benefit from the window safety tips provided by
Simonton Windows® to assure that their homes are secure.

Tips for Toddlers and Young Children

e Windows and young children are not a good combination. Make sure to keep furniture
(especially cribs), or anything children can climb, away from windows.

e Children should never be left unsupervised around open windows.

e Play areas in a child’s room should be focused either in the center of the room or against a
solid wall, rather than near windows.

e For ventilation in rooms with toddlers and young children, open the top sash of Double Hung
windows so that children cannot reach them while keeping the bottom sash (closest to the floor)
closed.

Tips for Teenagers
e Don't allow teenagers to paint shut or nail shut windows. Every window in the home must be
operational in case of an emergency.
e Decorative lights should never be nailed or attached to window frames in bedrooms.
e Never allow teenagers to crawl out of windows to sit on the roof.
e Don't permit children or teenagers to “pop out” screens to hang flags or other items out of the
window.

Tips for Young Adults

e Outdoor decorative lights should never be nailed to window frames or hung over windows that
might need to be opened in case of an emergency exit.

e Once you become a homeowner, make sure to plant shrubs, grass and place “soft
landscaping” items like bark and mulch directly underneath windows to help lessen the impact
should someone fall out the window.

e If you're ordering new windows, make sure to order them with multi-point locks to help provide
more protection against intruders and make it more difficult for curious young children to
operate.

e When painting the exterior of the home, do not “paint shut” the windows.

e Teach children that window screens are there only to keep insects out of the home. They
cannot sustain the weight of a child or pet pushing against them.



Tips for Older Adults

e As people get older, the act of pushing up to open a Double or Single Hung window may be
more stressful on the back and hands. Easy-to-operate windows, such as Casement windows
require no lifting action. The crank-out system with a side-hinged sash opens outward for
ventilation.

e For those senior homeowners looking for a smaller crank-out window style option, consider
Awning and Hopper windows. With Awning windows, the sash is hinged on top and the window
cranks out and upward. In a Hopper window, the sash is located on the bottom and the window
easily cranks outwards.

e Slider windows are also a great option for older adults. Slider windows glide effortlessly from
side to side, so there’s less strain on arms or back muscles to operate them. Slider windows
provide great views with either 2- or 3-lite configurations and allow for maximum ventilation in
the home.

e Make certain to purchase windows with sturdy, easy-to-operate locks to secure windows in the
home.

e For added security, consider ordering impact-resistant glass in windows.

e For ease of maintenance, order windows with vinyl frames. With vinyl window frames you never
need to worry about upkeep such as the scraping and repainting aspects you have with wood
frames. Vinyl windows resist rotting, decay, insect infestations and provide years of effortless
beauty in the home.

Simonton Windows® produces ENERGY STAR® qualified replacement and new construction
windows and doors, including a line of impact-resistant products. For the second year in a row,
Simonton ranked “Highest in Builder and Remodeler Satisfaction among Residential Window and Patio
Door Manufacturers” in the J.D. Power and Associates 2009 Builder and Remodeler Residential
Window and Patio Door Satisfaction StudySM. Simonton was also ranked #1 in quality in the 2009,
2007, 2002 and 1998 Brand Use Studies sponsored by Builder magazine and has won three Best-In-
Class Awards from Market Research Associates.

Founded in 1946, Simonton’s hallmark has been to deliver its made-to-order products in five days
or less. Part of the home and security business of Fortune Brands, Inc. (NYSE: FO), Simonton delivers
award-winning products nationwide to key markets throughout the 48 continental United States. For
information, call (800) SIMONTON (1-800-746-6686) or visit www.simonton.com.
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Simonton Windows received the highest numerical score in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2008-2009
Builder and Remodeler Residential Window and Patio Door Satisfaction Studies.>™ 2009 study based on
responses from 3,109 builders and remodelers measuring 16 manufacturers. Proprietary study results are based
on experiences and perceptions of builders and remodelers surveyed in April-May 2009. Your experiences may
vary. Visit jdpower.com

ENERGY STAR is a government program that helps consumers protect the environment through superior energy
efficiency and is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.



